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Call for Papers: NALSAR Law Review 2014-2015 

This is to invite contributions for the upcoming edition of the ‘NALSAR Law Review’ which is a peer-reviewed journal edited by faculty members at the National Academy of Legal Studies and Research (NALSAR) University of Law in Hyderabad.  


For this year’s issue, we intend to showcase current scholarship on ideas of liberty. Given that the year 2015 marks 800 years since the signing of the ‘Magna Carta’, we plan to carry contributions that engage with the historical, philosophical, doctrinal and comparative dimensions of the ideas that emanate from the same. A suggestive list of themes is listed below:      

· Magna Carta as a precursor to liberal political thought and constitutionalism  
· Examining the different conceptions of liberty 

· Law as a guarantor of liberty – personal, collective 

· Comparing ideas of power, authority and obligations  

· Construction of the ‘self’ and its engagement with different sites of authority    

· Institutional models for advancing the ‘Rule of Law’ 
· Critical analysis of liberal political thought – The perspectives of Marxism, Feminism, Legal Pluralism and Post-modernism among other strains of intellectual inquiry 

· Examining the text, context and structure of the ‘Magna Carta’ from the viewpoint of marginalised and oppressed communities  
For the section devoted to the above-mentioned themes, we seek contributions, primarily in the form of argumentative essays (5,000-8,000 words) or reflective discussions of existing literature. Contributions can also be based on an interplay between any of these themes or examine their relevance with regard to a significant socio-legal problem. 
We also welcome shorter submissions such as book reviews (1,500-2,500 words), comments on judicial decisions (2,000-3,000 words), reports based on empirical research (4,000-5,000 words) and discussions of current legal developments which go beyond the themes outlined above.   

The deadline for acceptance of submissions is May 31, 2015. The same may be e-mailed to publicationcommittee@nalsar.ac.in (preferably in .docx format) along with a covering letter addressed to Dr. T. Kannan (Convener, NALSAR Publications Committee 2014-2015). The covering letter should include the author’s contact information and a short abstract (250-300 words) that outlines the main questions or themes addressed in the paper. The main body of the submission should not include any information that discloses the identity of the author. We are open to accepting co-authored submissions. We encourage potential contributors to adhere to ‘The Bluebook: A uniform system of citation’ (19th edn.) for citation style. All queries about citations and writing style may be directed to the above-mentioned e-mail address.    


All submissions will go through an initial round of scrutiny and shortlisted contributors will be informed by June 30, 2015. We are exploring the possibility of organizing a writers’ workshop if we receive a sufficient number of quality submissions. Please note that we will make the final selection of contributions on the basis of comments received from external reviewers. We will expect the selected contributors to incorporate this feedback. We aim to publish this special issue in August 2015. A hard copy of the issue as well as a letter of acknowledgment will be sent to each contributor.      
Composition of the NALSAR Publications Committee for the academic year 2014-2015: 

1. Prof. T. Kannan (Convener) 

2. Mr. Y.V.R. Murthy 

3. Mr. Manav Kapur 

4. Mr. Sidharth Chauhan 

5. Mr. Anshuman Shukla 

6. Mr. Ajey Sengai 
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